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Twenty years into this Third Millennium, there remains a great gulf —an ever-
widening chasm—between the church and the world. 
 
CHALLENGES: 
 
Between first-century authority and post-modern skepticism  
 
Between the selfless vision of Christ and the self-obsessed reality of our world 
 
Between the truth of God’s laws and the moral compromise of the culture  
 
Between those who believe and those who do not 
 
 
WORLD’S VIEW OF THE CHURCH 
 
1. Inconsequential  
 
2. “A sideshow along the interstate of this world’s traffic” 
 
3. Media and Intellectual leaders do not see Christianity as a dominant social  
force. 
 
4. Six out of ten Americans believe the church is irrelevant (170 million people)! 
 
CONCLUSION: Such IRRELEVANCE provokes increasing cynicism and hostility! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHURCH RESPONSE 
 
1. Pervading sense of ISOLATION AND POWERLESSNESS 
 
2. Feeling that the church is losing ground and its voice 
 
3. Only one in three pastors believe the church is making a positive impact on  
the culture. 
 
Matthew 16:18 
 
“And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, 
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” 
Matthew 16:18 NKJV 
 
 
In the absence of faith and courage, often the church is guilty of taking up a FALL-
BACK POSITION!!! 
 
1. Rather than believing and acting on the Word of God, in this case John 12:32: 
 
“And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.”” 
John 12:32 NKJV 
 
We tend to fall back (the church)—We tend to want to hold the present ground 
and not seek to advance—claim new territory—engage the culture around us that 
the kingdom of God might grow and expand. 
 
 
FALL BACK POSITIONS 
 
1. “Be Culturally Relevant”—This is referred to as contemporary repackaging.  
The problem here is that oftentimes substance gives way to relevance. 
 
2. “Promise Heaven Now”—This is filled with promises of health, wealth, and  
power. The prosperity gospel fits neatly under this tent of futility. 
 



3. “Just Preach the Word”—This is a “no need to work theology”. Preach, pray, 
and wait on God to make it happen. The Apostle James’ words of admonition 
were missed or conveniently deleted—FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD! 
 
Add that the world sees Christians failing, getting sick and even dying, having 
economic problems, and you have a disillusioned person now turning from such 
false claims of Christianity. 
 
Finally, George Barna completed a study or comparison between the lifestyles of 
Christians and those of non-Christians. With 131 areas of comparison included in 
the comparison, here is the SAD CONCLUSION: “In the aspects of lifestyles, where 
Christians can have their greatest impact on the lives of non-Christians, there are 
no visible differences between the two segments”. “Our gospel,” laments Henry 
Blackaby, author of Experiencing God, “is cancelled by the way we live.” 
 
4. “Stay the Course”—Make no changes—Stick with what got us here! A senior 
pastor once stated the following—“If the 1950s ever come around again, my 
church will be ready”. Older methodologies were themselves created for a time 
and context. 
 
A. Times change and do so consistently and continually.  
 
B. Charles Chaney—“America will not be won to Christ by establishing more  
churches like the vast majority we have”. A large percentage of churches  
have actually plateaued and are actually declining in both membership  
and effectiveness. 
 
Conclusions: 
 
A. The contemporary church has failed to bridge the gap that would connect  
us to the culture and transform it. “Frenetic activity and supernatural  
posturing have produced little impact on American culture”. 
 
B. Church leaders have worked harder for fewer positive results! 
 
So, how are we to connect with the culture with such a great gulf or chasm 
separating us presently??? 



 
We must become BRIDGE BUILDERS. Jesus was a bridge builder! He talked a lot 
about His church. He imagined a BRIDGE of unprecedented spiritual influence. 
 
A. “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men”. 
 
B. “You are the Light of the world, shine in the darkness”. 
 
C. “You are the salt of the earth, make a tasteful difference”. 
 
D. “I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not overcome it”. 
 
E. “If I am lifted up, I will draw all men to myself”. 
 
 
Robert Lewis—“The church must rediscover its essential role and craft as 
BRIDGE BUILDER”. 
 
A. We must CONNECT if we are to have any chance to CORRECT.  
 
B. Personal transformation only occurred within the boundaries of the  
supernatural Word of God and a growing relationship with God  
(experiencing God). 
 
C. Spiritual growth happens within the context of honest and loving  
relationships (small groups). 
 
D. EQUIP THE SAINTS—discern gifts, build skills, increase knowledge,  
develop spiritual and personal authenticity 
 
E. Focus on our purpose—EQUIPPED FOR WHAT??? 
 
 
BY WHAT MATRIX DO WE MEASURE OUR SUCCESS?!! 
 
A. Buildings, Bodies, Budgets ( these speaks to only inward needs—as in a  
social club) 



B. True biblical standards of COURAGE and FAITH 
 
Bill Hull—“The average evangelical church in North America exists for itself”. 
 
 
DECISION TIME 
 
A. BECOME THE CHURCH GOD ENVISIONED! 
 
B. BE THE CHURCH THAT CHALLENGES ITS MEMBERSHIP TO BE BRIDGE  
BUILDERS! 
 
C. TRANSFORMATION -vs-CONFORMATION  
 
 
BIBLICAL MOTIVATION—“FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD” 
 
 
Without doing so, the church in time fades into isolation, self-congratulation, and 
finally irrelevance. 
 
John 14:12-14 
““Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will 
do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. And 
whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.” 
John 14:12-14 NKJV 
 
 
BRIDGE BUILDER QUESTIONS 
 
A. What kind of impact is the church having on our present culture??? 
 
B. How does the community around CBC know her? Is there a positive  
connection??? 
 
C. What tangible influence is CBC having on this community??? 



 
 


